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 Garden Centers of America™ Kicks Off 2008 Holiday






Tour With Increased Participation




Announces Circle of Excellence and Holiday Supplier Award Winners

Philadelphia, PA - Garden Centers of America™ kicked off their annual Holiday Tour on Monday night with a welcome reception, banquet and awards presentation.  According to Jim Feeney, Chair of the 2008 Holiday Tour, the participants will have the opportunity to visit some of the best garden centers in the Philadelphia and Baltimore area during the three days of the tour.  Feeney also announced the 2008 tour attendance is up significantly, almost 15% over last year’s tour numbers.  He said, “It is exciting to know our independent garden centers are optimistic about opportunities for 2009.”      

During the banquet, Ken Long, President of GCA, announced that Carolina Nurseries of Monks Corner, SC and Dave Meder of True Value have been named as Circle of Excellence Award winners. This award, selected by Garden Center of America’s Board of Directors, recognizes a GCA member company and/or an individual that have performed above and beyond the call of duty supporting the industry and GCA.  Additionally, Kurt S. Adler received the 2008 Holiday Supplier Award. This award recognizes a company that is a leader and innovator in holiday supplies to the independent garden center industry.  
According to Long, “We are pleased with the selection of both Carolina Nurseries and Dave Meder as Circle of Excellence Award winners. This is a new award for Garden Centers of America™ and we could not be more pleased with the first recipients. Carolina Nurseries and Dave Meder both embody the true essence of this award. Their devotion to the industry and, specifically, Garden Centers of America™ is unsurpassed. It was also exciting to present Kurt Adler with the Holiday Supplier Award. The company has been providing quality products to the garden center industry for years and we are pleased to recognize his efforts.”

Carolina Nurseries, located in Moncks Corner, South Carolina, has become an industry leader in wholesale growing of premium perennials, woody shrubs, and trees. The mild winters and the temperate summers combine to give Moncks Corner one of the best growing climates in the United States. With 320+ acres in production, they sell to independent garden centers, home and garden chains, and landscapers from Florida to Massachusetts and West to Texas. 
· MORE   - 

With an innovative approach to all aspects of operations, they have pioneered many systems for efficiency and convenience including a new customer portal; a real-time email network that keeps buyers informed of current plant availabilities and quality; a mechanized canning facility that streamlines production; a proprietary software program that loads and routes delivery vehicles for maximum efficiency and fuel economy; and custom tag identification and labeling.

In 2002, Carolina Nurseries founded Novalis, a growers consortium that grows, distributes, markets and merchandises unique selections to independent garden centers across the country. The Novalis product lines are encompassed in several proprietary programs and collections under the Plants That Work® brand.

Dave Meder of True Value Company, was instrumental in building the Home and Garden Showplace brand as a retail entity.  Meder was the first employee when Home and Garden Showplace started in 1988. Today Home and Garden Showplace has over 250 members representing many of the best garden centers in the United States.  In 2004, Meder developed a partnership with Garden Centers of America in which all Home and Garden Showplace stores can join GCA as a part of their coop agreement.  Meder has served on the GCA Board of Directors since 2004 and chaired numerous committees and Task Forces.  He has been a tremendous asset to the organization and is always available to assist and provide leadership to GCA.  
Kurt S. Adler has been creating beautiful holiday memories for millions of people since 1946.  Their dominant position is achieved with a unique blend of innovation, value and service. With headquarters in New York City and a state of the art distribution center, Kurt S. Adler is a one-stop source for holiday needs. Kurt Adler and the Santa's World brand showcase talented designers and iconic licenses with products from some 200 factories in 15 countries. Their strong presence in the market place features wholesale showrooms and trade shows, which are open daily in the U.S. and Canada. They also have offices in Taiwan, China and Hong Kong. Their line is available at a broad range of retailers from mass merchants to fine specialty shops and everyone in-between.

For more information contact Shanan Molnar at 888-648-6463, or e-mail smolnar@asginfo.net or visit the website at www.gardencentersofamerica.org.
About Garden Centers of America:

GCA was established in 1973 and has been actively supporting the garden center industry for over thirty years. The membership represents independent garden centers of all sizes from all areas of the country. GCA is proactive in issues and challenges that face the industry and is committed to ensuring the long-term success and sustainability of independent retail garden centers of North America. GCA is the primary forum for information, education and training that promotes the exchange of ideas, profitability and positive consumer awareness of the individual member firms.

GCA is managed by Association Services Group, a professional management firm with offices in Atlanta and LaGrange, GA, and accredited by the American Society of Association Executives.
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