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GCA's Summer Tour 
Plans Continue to 
Sizzle: It Is Still Not 
Too Late To Register  

Take advantage of early bird 
discounts by registering now for 
the 2010 Summer Tour! If you are 
looking for new ideas and plenty of 
inspiration to help take your 
garden center to the next level, 
then this is event for you. Join us 
in Orlando, Florida on June 27 - 30 

for a tour is chock full of learning experiences and exclusive educational 
opportunities. Sign up today and take advantage of these great events. Early 
bird discounts end June 15! 
 
Visiting numerous garden centers is first on the agenda, but some of the other 
highlights you won't want to miss include a backstage tour of Disney's Animal 
Kingdom® Park. After that walk on the wild side a tour at Kennedy Space 
Center will seem, well, out of this world! Additionally, we will visit the famed 
Ron Jon Surf Shop and have lunch at historic Columbia Restaurant in Ybor 
City. 
 
Educational Sessions also abound during this year's tours. Slated sessions 
include The Beauty Garden Centers Bring To Their Communities by Katy Moss 
Warner of Windemere, Florida, Color At Eye Level by Heather Will-Browne, 
Walt Disney World, Buena Vista, Florida, The Power of Plants by Dr. Svoboda 
(Bodie) V. Pennisi, University of Georgia, Griffin, Georgia and Understanding 
the Trends by Bisser Georgiev, Hermann Engelmann Greenhouses, Inc., 
Apopka, Florida. 
 
The 2010 Summer Tour really ends with a bang with dessert and a private 
viewing of the fireworks show IllumiNations at Epcot®. A mesmerizing laser, 
water and fireworks show, IllumiNations: Reflections of Earth is spectacular. 
The 12-minute show "featuring brilliant bursts of fire, laser light effects, 
dramatic fountain barges, a stirring musical score and the world's first spherical 
video display system-the 350,0000-pound Earth Globe-is an inspirational 
nighttime spectacular bursting with surprises for the entire family."
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Make plans and join us. To register, 
please click here. 
 
For complete Summer Tour brochure, 
please click here. 

GCA Welcomed at World 
Market Center Las Vegas
Garden Centers of America® has been 
invited to attend World Market Center Las 
Vegas GIFT + HOME at Las Vegas Market, 
August 2-6, 2010. As a special offer to GCA 
members, World Market Center is offering 
two complimentary hotel nights + tax with the 
purchase of at least two additional hotel 
nights from August 2-6, 2010. 
 
GIFT + HOME at Las Vegas Market is the 
gift industry's stylish new marketplace 
offering a comprehensive international 
showcase of fresh products and unique 
resources that gift and decorative accessory 
retailers won't find elsewhere. This summer 

there is an expanded array of products for every gift category. 
 
Co-located with Las Vegas Market, home furnishings' mega-market event, GH 
gives easy access to a host of expanded buying options, plus a whole new 
season of cross-selling opportunities to add new revenue streams to the mix. 
Brimming with ideas, inspiration and unique gifts and decorative accessory 
products, GIFT + HOME now includes an expanded array of products for every 
gift category and is the ideal place to treasure hunt for fresh, new merchandise. 
It's a perfect equation of wide selection and new inspiration, super convenience 
and first-class treatment that all add up to one incomparable buying 
experience. 
 
For complete article, please click here. 
 
For more information go to www.giftandhomelv.com
 

Garden Centers of America® Members Invited to 
Attend Home & Garden Showplace Fall Market  
Garden Centers of America® members have been invited to attend the Home 
& Garden Showplace Fall Market on September 12 -13, 2010. The 
GCA Membership Meeting has also been scheduled in conjunction with the 
event, giving members the opportunity to make one trip for two great 
events with only a few hours earlier flight.  
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The Home & Garden Showplace 
Fall Market is considered a 
buying trip that is a "must" for co
-op members or for anyone 
considering becoming a H&GS 
co-op member. We are also 
working on an even bigger 
surprise so look for details to 
come!  

Holiday Tour Plans 
Underway: Join Us In 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
It's hard to believe but the holidays 
will soon be upon us. Make this your 
best selling season ever by joining us 
for the 2010 Holiday Tour.  
Scheduled for November 14 - 17, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, this tour 
promises to be bigger and better than 
ever. 
 

Some of the planned stops on the preliminary itinerary include:
Tonkadale Greenhouse
Gerten's
Linders Landscaping
Tangletown Gardens
Bachman's Floral Home Garden
Lowes Creek Tree Farm
The Potting Shed
Coffee Grounds 
Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery
 
Look for more details coming soon! 

It's Prime Time for Teamwork!  

By Kathryn Dager, Profitivity, Inc. 
No matter what size your company is your staff is 
working on some kind of team.  Teams are the way 
we do business.  Why?  Long ago it was discovered 
that when you get employees organized into teams 
and if we get them aligned and "rowing" in the same 
direction you can achieve any goal. Sounds easy, 
doesn't it?   
  
And yes, cohesive work teams give you a 
competitive advantage.  Research shows that 
Managers and Supervisors who are skilled in 
developing trust and teamwork have a positive 

impact on individual performance, team productivity, bottom line profit and 
reduced employee turnover.   
  
Have you ever worked on a winning team?  
It can be a positively life-altering experience where the team builds momentum 
and begins to have a personality of its own. Here are some of the qualities of 
cohesive teamwork. 
* You can rely on your teammates to fulfill their commitments and be 
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Thank You 
Sponsors!

* The Pottery Patch
* Leu Gardens

* Espoma
* Sims Pos
* Herman 

Engelsmann 
Greenhouses

* Disney "Epcot 
International Flower 

and Garden Festival"
* Fafard 

* Monrovia
* Home & Garden 

Showplace
* IGC Show 

* Imperial Nurseries
* Bailey Nurseries 

 * Ball 

Quick Links
GCA Home Page

competent.  * You respect each other's points of view and encourage 
differences. It is safe to openly communicate and collaborate.   
* By harmoniously working together and combining efforts you leverage greater 
results because you are all committed to a common goal.   
* You encourage talents, individual contributions and out-of-the box creativity.   
 
For complete article, please click here. 

Welcome New Members  

Cool Springs Nursery 
Banner Elk, North Carolina
www.coolspringsnursery.com
North Carolina Fraser Fir Christmas Tree is the single focus and the only 
product that Cool Springs Nursery grows. Selling and sells to primarily high-
end garden centers, retail lots and fundraising organizations; in fact, they 
should be called Cool Springs Fraser Fir Nursery.  They grow very high-end, 
almost perfect Fraser Fir Christmas trees in the High Country mountains of 
Western North Carolina. This is important because these North Carolina 
mountains are the only native habitat of Fraser Fir Christmas trees. In other 
words, North Carolina is the seed source for all other producers of Fraser Fir in 
the world. The seed comes from three major mountain peaks which are almost 
6,000 feet high. Roan Mountain and Mount Rogers are the two major ones. So 
when Canada, Michigan, Oregon and Washington State get seed from these 
peaks and try to grow Fraser Fir, they are taking it to an area that does not 
have the type of optimization (weather and soil) that nature provided the trees 
in North Carolina. At Cool Spring Nursery they feel blessed to be growing 
Fraser Fir where it was meant to be grown and has the best chance of making 
the perfect Christmas trees, which of course is their goal. 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
GCA is managed by Association Services Group. 
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