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ANLA and GCA Exchange Access to Education Programs

Washington, DC, LaGrange, GA — The American Nursery and Landscape Association® (ANLA) and the Garden Centers of America™ (GCA) have agreed to an introductory exchange of education benefits.  Under this agreement, GCA members will be able to attend the February 2009 ANLA Management Clinic at the ANLA member price.  ANLA members will have access to the November 2009 GCA Holiday Tour at member pricing.  According to ANLA President, Greg Schaan, Imperial Nurseries (CT), “With the significant challenges facing our industry, both organizations felt that it was important to work together to offer our members additional learning opportunities that could help them succeed.”

Beginning Monday, November 10, 2008, GCA members will be able to register for the ANLA Management Clinic through their website, www.managementclinic.org.  The ANLA Management Clinic is a business education event, featuring both nationally and internationally recognized speakers, as well as industry experts, held annually in Louisville, KY. 

ANLA Members will receive information regarding GCA’s 2009 Annual Holiday Tour in Cleveland, Ohio, November 16-19, 2009.  This tour visits garden centers and other premier retailers to learn about merchandising, product and design trends for the holiday season, a revenue generator of significant importance to independent garden centers.  For more information visit the GCA website, www.gardencentersofamerica.org.  GCA President Ken Long, L.A. Reynolds Garden Showcase®, (NC) commented, “This exchange offers garden centers access to both educational opportunities.  The GCA tour provides some of the newest and most innovative ideas in holiday merchandising and the ANLA Management Clinic is recognized as one of our industry’s longest standing, proven educational experiences.  This can only be a win for both of our organizations’ members.”

In addition to this one year agreement to exchange educational benefits, representatives of ANLA and GCA will meet in 2009 to discuss other opportunities to collaborate. 

###

ANLA, a Washington, DC-based trade association, represents green industry business professionals seeking market leadership through advocacy with our nation’s government, a community of industry innovators and experts, and unique, profitability-focused programming, products and services.  Through the Lighthouse Program, a partnership with green industry state and regional associations, ANLA represents more than 22,000 businesses before Congress and to the White House.

GCA, established in 1973, has a single focus to serve the retail garden center industry.  The organization is committed to ensuring the long-term success and sustainability of independent garden centers throughout North America.  GCA programs provide a forum for information, education and training that promote the exchange of ideas, profitability and positive consumer awareness for the individual member firms.    
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